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AZ Music Standards: !
MU-S2-C3-PO1: Describe the various ways that music conveys thought, emotion, and 
universal themes without the use of words !
MU-S3-C1-PO3: Identify and analyze the ways in which the elements of music are 
interrelated with elements of other arts !
MU-S3-C1-PO4: Classifying and identifying musical examples by historical periods !
MU-S2-C1-PO4: Exploring and analyzing the relationship of music to language arts, visual 
arts or literature. !
Common Core Language Arts Standards: !
CCSS.ELA – Literacy.RL.7.7: Compare and contrast a written story, drama, or poem to its 
audio, filmed, staged, or multimedia version, analyzing the effects of techniques unique to 
each medium. !
CCSS.ELA – Literacy.RL.11-12.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are 
used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of 
specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or 
language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. !
CCSS.ELA – Literacy.RL.11-12.7: Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or 
poem (e.g., recorded or live production of a play or recorded novel or poetry), evaluating 
how each version interprets the source text.

Academic Content Connections         
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Romeo and Juliet is one of Williams Shakespeare’s most famous 
works. The story takes place in Italy during a time of quarrel between 
the two leading families of Verona, the Montagues and Capulets. As 
the story progresses, we learn that Romeo Montague has fallen 
deeply in love with Juliet Capulet. After secretly listening to Juliet, 
Romeo overhears that she is in love with him too. Immediately 
following this, Romeo and Juliet go to Friar Lawrence to be wed 
secretly and hopefully bring peace between the two families. 
  
On the way home from the wedding, a battle breaks out on the street 
between the two families, leaving Romeo’s close friend Mercutio 
dead by the sword of Juliet’s cousin Tybalt. In a moment of anger, 
Romeo challenges Tybalt to a duel and kills him. To escape the death 
sentence from the Prince of Verona, Romeo must now flee the city and 
leave his new bride. 
  
After becoming aware that her cousin is dead and that Romeo must flee the city, Juliet learns that her father 
is forcing her to marry Count Paris. To escape this fate, Juliet seeks the advice of Friar Lawrence. Friar 
Lawrence comes up with an elaborate plan to give Juliet a poison that will put her into a deep sleep, but will 
make everyone think she is dead. He also plans to send a message to Romeo so he can meet Juliet in her 
family’s tomb when she awakes from her sleep. Unfortunately, this message never got to Romeo. 
  
Believing that Juliet is actually dead, Romeo goes to her tomb where she is sleeping and drinks very strong 
poison to join her in death.  When Juliet wakes up, she finds Romeo laying dead by her side. Juliet is so 
taken by sadness and grief that she takes Romeo’s dagger and kills herself. Upon the discovery of the dead 
couple, the Montagues and Capulets agree to end the quarreling between the two families. !!!!

The plot for the famous tragedy has 
been utilized in many other famous 
works such as Prokofiev’s Ballet Romeo 
and Juliet and the musical West Side 
Story.

Romeo and Juliet	

by William Shakespeare
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Despite William Shakespeare being one of the greatest writers of the 
English language, many aspects of his life cannot be confirmed. We do 
know that he was born in Stratford-upon-Avon, England. His actual 
birth date has been debated as April 23, 1564, but he was baptized 
on April 26, 1564. He was one of eight children and the eldest 
surviving male. It is thought that he attended the Stratford Grammar 
School where he studied Latin literature and grammar.  !
In 1583, at the age of 18, Shakespeare married Anne Hathaway who 
was 26-years old and three months pregnant. The next several years of 
Shakespeare’s life are relatively unknown and is known as his “lost 
years”. He did had several children and around 1590 he wrote his first 
play.  !
By 1592, several of Shakespeare’s plays were on the London stage. 

Within the next two years, he established himself as an actor and was 
part-owner of the Lord Chamberlain’s Men, a very successful playwright company that was later adopted 
by King James I and renamed The King’s Men.  !
1595-1605 is considered Shakespeare’s “middle period.”  During this period, he wrote several famous 
works including Romeo and Juliet, Midsummer’s Night Dream and Hamlet. Also during this period, 
Shakespeare opened the Globe Theater, the larger open-air amphitheater in London. !
During Shakespeare's “final period”, he wrote several tragicomedies including The Winter's Tale and The 
Tempest. Shakespeare is believed to have died on his birthday April 23, 1616. 

List of plays Shakespeare wrote in his lifetime 

!HISTORIES 

Henry IV, Part I 
Henry IV, Part II 
Henry V  
Henry VI, Part I 
Henry VI, Part II 
Henry VI, Part III 
Henry VIII  
King John 
Pericles  
Richard II 
Richard III Winter's Tale

TRAGEDIES  

Antony and Cleopatra 
Coriolanus 
Hamlet 
Julius Caesar 
King Lear 
Macbeth 
Othello 
Romeo and Juliet 
Timon of Athens 
Titus Andronicus

COMEDIES 

All's Well That Ends Well 
As You Like It 
The Comedy of Errors 
Cymbeline 
Love's Labour’s Lost 
Measure for Measure 
The Merry Wives of Windsor 
The Merchant of Venice 
A Midsummer Night's Dream 
Much Ado About Nothing 
Pericles, Prince of Tyre 
The Taming of the Shrew 
The Tempest 
Troilus and Cressida 
Twelfth Night 
Two Gentlemen of Verona 
The Two Noble Kinsmen 
The Winter's Tale

William Shakespeare
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Sergei Prokofiev

Sergei Prokofiev was a Soviet-era composer and pianist 
born in Sontsovka, Ukraine, on April 23, 1891. As an only 
child in a small village, he began studying piano at the 
age of three with his mother. Within two years, he began 
to compose music and at the age of nine completed his 
first opera. Prokofiev traveled with his mother at the age of 
thirteen to enter the St. Petersburg Conservatory. At the 
conservatory, he studied with the famous Russian 
composer Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov. In 1914, Prokofiev left 
the conservatory and spent a period of time traveling 
around Europe to study music.  

After the Russian revolution broke out, Prokofiev left Russia 
and traveled to America in 1918, but only stayed there for 
a brief period. Disappointed by his poor musical reception 
in America, Prokofiev decided to move to Europe to 
explore opportunities there.  

Prokofiev’s time in Europe found him great success as a 
composer and performer, but he began to miss Russia and 
returned there in 1932. Over the next 19 years, he composed 
some of his most famous works including Peter and the Wolf 
for chamber orchestra and narrator, and his ballet Romeo 
and Juliet. 

Although Prokofiev is considered today to be one of the most 
famous composers of the twentieth century, his music was 
unpopular with the communist Russian government officials 
and his pieces were infrequently performed. After a long 
battle with illness and financial hardship, Prokofiev died on 
March 5th, 1953, in Moscow, Russia.
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1. What was Romeos last name? 
a. Montague 
b. Soprano 
c. Capulet 
d. Smith !!

2. Shakespeare was born in? 
a.London 
b.Russa 
c. Verona 
d.Stratford-upon-Avon !!

3. Prokofiev found greadt success 
in which city? 

a.Stratford-upon-Avon 
b.New York 
c. Paris 
d.St. Petersburg !

4. What type of play is Romeo and 
Juliet? 

a. Comedy 
b. Tragedy 
c. History 
d. Tragicomedy !!

5. At what age did Prokofiev begin 
to compose music? 

a. Three 
b. Five 
c. Seven 
d. Nine 

6. At what age did Prokofiev begin 
to play piano? 

a. Three 
b. Five 
c. Seven 
d. Nine !

7. In what period of his life did 
Shakespeare write Romeo and 
Juliet? 

a. Middle Period 
b. Lost Period 
c. Final Period !

8. Which character did Romeo kill 
that cause him to flee verona? 

a. Friar Lawrence 
b. Mercutio 
c. Tybalt 
d. Count Paris !

9. Which famous composer did 
Prokofiev study with? 

a. Beethoven 
b. Stravinsky 
c. Rimsky-Korsakov 
d. Shostakovich

ANSWERS 
 a, d, c, b, b, a, a, c, c

Review Quiz
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Concert Etiquette Review

1. You should enter the auditorium 
	 a. As loudly as possible  
	 b. Quietly 
	 c. Walking backwards !
2. When the conductor enters, you should 
	 a. Scream his or her name 
	 b. Wave and try to get his or her attention  
	 c. Clap to show your appreciation !
3. During the concert, it is a good idea to  
	 a. Discuss the performance  
	 b. Sit quietly and listen 
	 c. Eat dinner !
4. You should applaud 
	 a. After each number when the conductor steps 
	     off the podium  
	 b. Whenever you want 
	 c. Only at the very end of the concert !
5. You should use the restroom 
	 a. Before the concert begins 
	 b. Frequently throughout the concert 
	 c. Every time the orchestra plays a new piece !
6. While listening to the orchestra you should 
	 a. Chew gum 
	 b. Put your feet on the back of the seats 
	 c. Think about how the music makes you feel 

! !!

This review was taken from the “Going to the Symphony” Educator’s Guide (http://
www.phoenixsymphony.org/uploads/Going%20to%20the%20Sym.pdf). It is strongly recommended that you 

review this guide with you class prior to attending the concert.

ANSWERS 
 b, c, b, a, a, c
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!!!!!
Grades: 1-4 !
Time: one class period !!!!!!!!
Arizona Music Standards: 
MU-S2-C3-PO1: Describe the various ways that music conveys thought, emotion, and universal themes without the 
use of words 
MU-S3-C1-PO3: Identify and analyze the ways in which the elements of music are interrelated with elements of 
other arts 
MU-S3-C1-PO4: Classifying and identifying musical examples by historical periods 
MU-S2-C1-PO4: Exploring and analyzing the relationship of music to language arts, visual arts or literature.  !
Common Core Language Arts Standards !
  
Objective: Stimulate creative thought and better understand composers artistic interpretation. !
Materials: 
-Computer 
-A/V equipment 
  
Procedure: 
Begin the class period by playing a selected movement of Prokofiev’s Romeo and Juliet (selections can be found at 
http://www.phoenixsymphony.org/education-and-community/symphony-for-the-schools-listening-practice) - do not 
tell your students the title of the movement. When the movement is over, ask your students what they heard. 
Questions might include: Was the piece really loud or soft, or did the volume (dynamics) change throughout? 
Could you hear the brass section playing? Was it a very beautiful piece or did it sound harsh and aggressive? !
Once the discussion has completed, read the summary of Romeo and Juliet found on page 4 of this guide. Tell 
your students that the piece they just heard represents a scene in Romeo and Juliet. Have them try and guess what 
scene. Once this discussion is over, tell your students the title of the movement and explain to them what is going 
on in this particular movement.  !
Play the movement for them again. Ask your students if they heard anything differently now that they know the title 
and events going on. Did they notice any musical elements that represent the title and events of the movement? An 
example might be that the movement involves a battle and for a moment the music sounded like a march - maybe 
the music represents the march to battle. will benefit the class

Creative Thinking and 

Musical Understanding

[ � ]9



At this point, have your students divide into groups. Choose another 3-5 minute piece to play for your class, it does 
not need to be from Prokofiev’s Romeo and Juliet. After your students are done listening, have each group create 
a scene depicting what they just heard. The point of this exercise is to encourage creative thinking. Regardless of 
the title of the work, there is no wrong idea - each group will hopefully come up with a unique scene. Make sure 
you are visiting each group to encourage creative thought. You may also play the movement again if you feel it 
will benefit the class  
  
Culminating activity: 
Once you feel that each group has completed the exercise, have them present their scene to the class. Following 
each groups presentation, ask them to explain the things they heard in the music that encouraged them to create 
this scene. 
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!!!!
Grades: 5-8 !
Time: 2-3 class periods !!
Arizona Music Standards: 
MU-S3-C1-PO3: Identify and analyze the ways in which the elements of music are interrelated with elements of 
other arts 
MU-S2-C1-PO4: Exploring and analyzing the relationship of music to language arts, visual arts or literature.  !
Common Core Language Arts Standards: 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.6.5: With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing 
as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.7.5: Analyze how a drama’s or poem’s form or structure (e.g., soliloquy, sonnet) contributes 
to its meaning 
  
Objective: Demonstrate the relationship between music and poetry (volume, tone, rhythm, inflections, etc.) during 
a poetry unit. !
Materials: 
selection of poems !
  
Procedure: 
Class period one:  
Begin by reading a few poems aloud to the class. Encourage the students to observe meaning, sounds, voice 
inflections, and rhythm while you read the poems to them. Now begin comparing the poems to one another within 
these aspects. Engage the students within this comparison by encouraging them to answer questions about the  
characteristics mentioned above. Now begin to focus your questions mainly on rhythm. Does one poem have a 
stronger rhythm? Why? !
Focusing on the main beat, choose one poem and have the entire class QUIETLY clap along. Now, begin clapping 
the off beat (the beat(s) between the main beats). Ask you students how the poem has now changed. Does the 
poem feel different now?  !
Start changing other aspects of the poem. Begin by reading a verse loudly and then softly. Ask your students if the 
change in volume affected their interpretation of the poem. Now alter the inflection of a particular section. Then 
alter the tone of your voice. Finally, alter the rhythm. Ask your students what caused the most change in the 
meaning or interpretation of the poem and why it may or may not have felt different to them. !
At this point, assign your students the task of finding a short poem they like for the next class period. It might be 
helpful to have a few available which were used previously in the unit. 

Music and Poetry
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!
Class period two: 
Have your students pair up. In these pairs, have them quickly go through the procedures from yesterday with 
their selected poems. Make sure the pairs are continually asking each other questions about meaning, rhythm, 
inflection, volume, and tone of voice. Once each pair has completed the task, have each student begin poem of 
their own. If students are having trouble coming up with a topic to write about, give them ideas such as 
friendship, family members, favorite things or places. Encourage students to have a draft ready by the end of 
this class period and have them pair up with a different class mate to go over their poem.  
  
Culminating activity: 
Have each student present their poem to the class. Once each student has read their poem, have them change 
one aspect of the poem (volume, tone, rhythm, or inflection) while the rest of the class observes how the poem 
changed with the alteration.
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